
Grand Valley Landowners’ Association (GVLA) 
c/o Joanne Willis  Box 1366, Cochrane AB   T4C 1B3      403 932-5171 

Rocky View County 
262075 Rocky View Point  
Rocky View County, AB  T4A 0X2 

Attn: Planning and Development Services 

RE:  Application PL202110010    Division 9 
Proposed Road Closure of Range Road 53 south of Grand Valley Road 

The Grand Valley Landowners’ Association, (GVLA) since 1995, is a registered not-for-profit 
association incorporated under and acting within the regulations of the Societies Act of the 
Province of Alberta to promote and maintain a rural foothills lifestyle deemed both desirable and 
appropriate by the membership.  The GVLA currently represents the interests of members who 
own or lease land in the Grand Valley Road Area primarily within Townships 27 & 28 in Range 
5 W5M (Division 9).   

The executive committee of the GVLA conducted a membership poll asking the members if they 
were in support, indifferent or against the road allowance closure as noted in the RVC letter to 
adjacent landowners dated Tuesday, February 16, 2021. The response received to date from just 
under 50% of the membership was six (6) support, eight (8) against and three (3) indifferent. 
Note that Dan Jalbert, one of the two listed applicants, is on the GVLA executive committee and 
a statement by Dan was included in the information sent out in the membership poll. 

We will be working on a presentation for the Public Hearing, presuming there will be a Public 
Notice and a Public Hearing.  

Grand Valley Landowners’ Association Executive 

Jim Chmilar – Chair 
54160-Township Road 282A 
Rocky View County, Ab, T4C 2W1 

Cc: GVLA Executive and General Membership 
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From: Richard Harding
To: Legislative and Intergovernmental Services
Subject: [EXTERNAL] - B:YLAW C-8139-2021
Date: September 1, 2022 1:37:11 PM

Do not open links or attachments unless sender and content are known.

Rocky View County
Legislative and Intergovernmental Services
 
Dear Sirs/Madams
 
I am a co-owner with my sister of that portion of SW-10-28-05-05 on the East side of the Grand
Valley Road.  Our land touches on the intersection at the North end of the road allowance proposed
to be closed by the subject bylaw and consolidated into the adjacent private properties.  I am
opposed to the passing of this bylaw.
 
Prior to 1975, my mother was the owner of the full quarter section SW-10-28-05-05  including  the
parcels on the East side of the subject road allowance which would benefit from this Bylaw.  When
she was the owner, she made the same application to close this road allowance, and to consolidate
it into her land.  Her application was rejected by the Municipal District of Rockyview, as it then was,
as this closure would block foot and horse traffic in connecting to and travelling on the road
allowance to the South of the portion sought to be closed, and freedom of movement was to be
preserved and valued.
 
I believe the reasons for rejecting the application at that time continue to  be even more valid today.
 Subsequent subdivisions have served to substantially increase the population in the area and limit
the size of the private holdings upon which owners are free to move.  it is even more important now
to preserve the ability of this greater population to  benefit  from the ability to travel by foot or
horse freely throughout the area especially where this can occur in natural surroundings free from
the ever increasing vehicle traffic.  This road allowance allows such travel connecting with public
road allowances to the South.   Closing the road allowance and turning it into private land blocks this
access forever, making  any use of the land a trespass. The current use enables foot and horse traffic
to travel on public undeveloped land away from vehicle traffic, and connect with lightly used public
road allowances to the South. This is a valuable resource available to the many small holdings in the
area.
 
The trend of ever increasing population density in this area  means that a time may come when the
County would seek a means of facilitating more direct vehicle traffic to the South, and avoid the
existing need of a mile detour to the East, and a mile back again using the existing Grand Valley
Road.  With future population growth, should the county ever wish to develop a more direct vehicle
connection to the South, passing this bylaw would put the county in the position of having to
expropriate land, causing more disruption and expense.  Leaving the existing road allowance as is,
preserves an existing benefit to all the area population, and preserves options for the future.  Closing
the road allowance ends an immediate opportunity for all and limits options for the County forever. 
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I ask the council to not pass the subject bylaw.
 
Richard M. Harding
 
 
                                      
                                      
                                     
                                      
                                      
                                      
 

ATTACHMENT 'E': Public Submissions E-1 - Attachment E 
Page 3 of 19



Oksana Newmen 

Planning and Development Services 

Rocky View County 

 

Re: Application Number: PL20210010 Division: 9 

 

March 9, 2021 

 

 

Oksana; 

 

I am opposed to the application for a Road Closure for Consolidation pertaining to the above 

Application Number. 

 

In 2019, I stood in front of Rocky View Councilors and gave a presentation regarding an 

application to redesignate by the Calgary Archers Club.  During this presentation, I objected to 

the closure by gating of a road allowance.  I believe that road allowances are public land and 

should remain so.  I also believe that precedence has been set by the refusal of the application in 

2019. 

 

It is objectionable for two landowners to declare safety rules after purchasing land adjacent to a 

known road allowance.   

 

This road allowance needs to remain open for the community and the future development of the 

area. 

 

Thank you for your time and consideration, 

Janice Letwin 

54168 Twp Rd 282A 

Rocky View County  Division 9 
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Planning & Development Services 
Rocky View County 
262075 Rocky View Point 
Rocky View, Alberta 
T4A 0X2                                                                                                February 25, 2021 
 
 
Re: Application # PL20210010 
      Closure & Consolidation of Road Allowance 
 
 
We are writing in OPPOSITION to the above application to permanently close and 
sell, a portion of the Road Allowance Right of Way south of Grand Valley Rd. @ 
RR #53. 
 
My family and many other past & present residents of this area, use this and 
other local Public Road Allowances to hike, snow-shoe, x-country ski, ride horses, 
bird & animal watch etc. 
 
Road allowances are Provincial Public Lands, which we all have a legal right to use 
and enjoy, not just those that border these Right of Ways. 
 
I guarantee most of the user’s of this particular Right of Way are unaware of this 
application, as was I till informed by a neighbor. Rocky View does its Residents a 
disservice by not Publicly Posting such applications. 
 
Yours Truly; 
 
Cliff & Lona MacRae 
280255 Range Rd. #54 
Rocky View County, AB. 
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Oksana Newmen 

Planning and Development Services 

Rocky View County 

 

Re: Application Number: PL20210010 Division: 9 

 

March 9, 2021 

 

 

Oksana; 

 

I am opposed to the application for a Road Closure for Consolidation pertaining to the above 

Application Number. 

 

These land owners made the decision to live beside a road allowance when they purchased their 

properties years ago. Letting this go through would open the flood gates for wealthy land owners 

across the county. 

 

Leonard Smook 

54168 Twp Rd 282A 

Rocky View County  Division 9 
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