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Introduction
Ya m n u s ka Wo lfd o g Sa n c tu a ry is lo c a te d o n 16 0 a c re s o f la n d in th e ro llin g fo o th ills o f Alb e rta , in ROCKY VIEW COUNTY. We

a re a h o m e to 5 8 wo lfd o g s th a t h a ve b e e n n e g le c te d , a b a n d o n e d , o r d is p la c e d fro m th e ir h o m e s . Ca rin g fo r th e s e u n iq u e

a n im a ls a n d th e la n d o n wh ic h th e y live is o f u tm o s t im p o rta n c e to u s .
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The Sanctuary

Open year-round, 5 days per week
Thursday- Monday, 10am-5pm
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Visitation

Less than 5,000 visitors in 2011
36,000 visitors in 2023

Over 37,000 in 2024
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• An c h o r To u ris t  De s t in a t io n

• Co n n e c t io n  to  n a tu re

• Ed u c a t io n a l p ro g ra m m in g

• Re c re a t io n a l o p p o rtu n it ie s

Yamnuska’s Role 
in the County
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The ProjectWHAT
The Yamnuska Community Day Use-Area
-interpretation centre & day use-area 

-weather sheltered for year-round enjoyment
-interactive signage
-extended paved pathways & natural landscaping 

WHY
Create more recreational opportunities for visitors to enhance and extend their stay.

WHEN
Project to be completed by March 2026.

HOW
Support from major granters.
Long term sustainability- this is a capital project that will allow an increase of visitation, which will increase 
our operating income to allow for maintenance of project.
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Benefits
Increased recreational opportunities for county residents 

Paved pathways allow for accessibility

Weather sheltered area- provides a place for residents to recreate in every season.

Year-round enjoyment

We are ‘one-of-a-kind’, being the only Wolfdog Sanctuary in Canada. 
Residents can take pride in having access and the opportunity to visit the sanctuary and  having this work being done in 

their community. Guests to county residents often are brought here by friends/ family.

This is an educational, nature-based project that also caters to schools & community groups.

Annual Memberships available for cost savings and with additional benefits

We offer a unique, beautiful and relaxing space for our animals, we are now creating a space with the same level of care 
and detail for the community.
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Project Budget

$671,449

*As k fro m  RVC

De s ig n , En g in e e rin g  & Pe rm it t in g                                $ 28 ,5 0 0          

Site  Pre p a ra t io n s , Ut ilit ie s , Site  Re h a b ilita t io n          $ 6 9 ,8 12

In te rp re ta t io n  Ce n t re                                                     $ 35 9 ,5 8 6         *$ 70 ,0 0 0

Pa th wa ys  & La n d s c a p in g                                             $ 19 7,15 1            *$ 5 0 ,0 0 0

Wa yfin d in g  Sig n a g e                                                       $ 16 ,5 0 0             *$ 5 ,0 0 0
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PRAIRIESCAN- TOURISM 
GROWTH PROGRAM
( Fe d e ra l Go ve rn m e n t )  

• $250,000 CONFIRMED

PROJECT SUPPORTERS

COMMUNITY RECREATION & 
CULTURE GRANT
( ROCKY VIEW COUNTY)

• $125,000 PENDING

COMMUNITY FACILITIES 
ENHANCEMENT PROGRAM
( Pro vin c ia l Go ve rn m e n t )

• $125,000 PENDING

PRODUCT DEVELOPMENT GRANT
( Tra ve l Alb e rta )

• $125,000 CONFIRMED
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Yamnuska Community Day Use Area
D-1 Attachment A 
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Sanctuary Map

X
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Connection to County Plans
Rocky View County Strategic Plan

“With  a b u n d a n t  re ta il, u n m a tc h e d  re c re a t io n a l o p p o rtu n it ie s , a n d  a n  a rra y  o f in n o va t ive  b u s in e s s e s  

c re a t in g  n e w le is u re  o p p o rtu n it ie s , Ro c ky Vie w Co u n ty  is  we ll p o s it io n e d  to  c o n t in u e  to  le a d  in  th e  

tourism , re ta il, a n d recreation sector

- This project is furthering tourism offerings, while simultaneously offering recreational opportunities 

“Ou r m is s io n  is  to  p re s e rve  Ro c ky Vie w Co u n ty’s  d ive rs e  la n d s c a p e , life s ty le , a n d  e c o n o m ic  

o p p o rtu n it ie s  b y s e rvin g  o u r re s id e n ts  a n d  b u s in e s s e s  s o  th e y c a n  flo u ris h  a n d  th rive .

- The Sanctuary is not only preserving the natural landscape, but connecting people to it, and 
encouraging a care for it. 

- This project is utilizing natural landscaping, focusing on native plant species.
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Rocky View County Economic Development Strategy
Four Priorities: 
( p g 3)

As  th e  o n ly  Sa n c tu a ry  in  

Ca n a d a , th is  p ro vid e s  a  ve ry  

u n iq u e  a d va n ta g e  fo r th e  

c o u n ty .

Co u n ty  s u p p o rt  g re a t ly  

im p a c ts  o u r a b ility  to  g ro w 

a n d  b e c o m e  m o re  

c o m p e t it ive .

Op p o rtu n ity  to  h e lp  g ro w 

& s u p p o rt  th is  e s ta b lis h e d  

To u ris m  o ffe rin g , a  ke y 

in d u s t ry  s e c to r 

Co u n ty  in ve s tm e n t  in  th is  

p ro je c t  w ill e n a b le  fu tu re  

e c o n o m ic  d e ve lo p m e n t  

a n d  g ro wth  
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Tourism, Retail & Entertainment is a key industry and sector in this plan.
“Ro c ky Vie w  Co u n ty , p a rt ic u la rly  in  th e  w e s te rn  re g io n , is  a n  im p o rta n t  Ca n a d ia n  to u ris m  d e s t in a t io n  a n d  g lo b a l a t t ra c t io n . To u ris m  is  n o w  

o n e  o f th e  w o rld ’s  la rg e s t  in d u s t rie s , w ith  in c re a s in g  vo lu m e s  o f in te rn a t io n a l a rriva ls  a n d  re la te d  e c o n o m ic  a c t ivity , in c lu d in g  in c re a s e d  

s p e n d in g  a n d  in ve s tm e n t . Wh ile  n o t  o n e  o f th e  Co u n ty’s  la rg e s t  s e c to rs , to u ris m  d o e s  p la y  a n  im p o rta n t  ro le  in  e c o n o m ic  d e ve lo p m e n t  in  

th e  w e s te rn  re g io n  a s  it  c re a te s  jo b s , s t re n g th e n s  th e  lo c a l e c o n o m y, c o n t rib u te s  to  lo c a l in fra s t ru c tu re  d e ve lo p m e n t , a n d  c o n s e rve s  th e  

n a tu ra l e n viro n m e n t .

With  th e  to u ris m  m a rke t  e xp e c te d  to  c o n t in u e  to  in c re a s e  in  vo lu m e  a n d  e xp e c ta t io n s , Ro c ky Vie w  Co u n ty  h a s  th e  o p p o rtu n ity  to g a in  a n  

in c re a s in g  s h a re  o f th is  g ro w th  th ro u g h  e n h a n c e d  p ro m o t io n  a n d  a t t ra c t io n  o f vis ito rs  ye a r- ro u n d . Op p o rtu n it ie s  fo r g ro w th  e xis t th ro u g h  

e n h a n c in g  e xp e rie n c e s  fo r th e  d a y  t rip  m a rke t  a s  w e ll a s  p ro vid in g  a d d it io n a l o p t io n s  fo r o ve rn ig h t  t ra ve lle rs . Id e n t ify in g  a n d  s u p p o rt in g  

u n iq u e  re ta il a n d  e ve n ts  th a t  g e n e ra te  a n d  le n g th e n  to u ris m  vis it s  in  th e  re g io n  w ill a ls o  e xp a n d  a n d  d ive rs ify  th e  e xis t in g  m a rke t , p ro vid in g  

s e ve ra l e c o n o m ic  b e n e fit s :

Job Creation: Th e  to u ris m  s e c to r is  la b o u r- in te n s ive  a n d  c re a te s  n u m e ro u s  lo c a l jo b  o p p o rtu n it ie s . Th e  s e c to r e m p lo ys  a  d ive rs e  w o rkfo rc e , 

in c lu d in g  re ta il a s s o c ia te s , h o te l s t a ff, to u r g u id e s , e ve n t  o rg a n ize rs , a n d  m o re .

Revenue Generation - Th e s e  s e c to rs  g e n e ra te  s u b s ta n t ia l lo c a l re ve n u e  th ro u g h  to u ris m - re la te d  s p e n d in g , re ta il s a le s , a n d  e n te rta in m e n t  

e ve n ts  w h ic h , in  tu rn , le a d s  to  fu rth e r in ve s tm e n t  in  o th e r in d u s t rie s  a n d  in fra s t ru c tu re  in  th e  a re a .

Small Business Support - Re ta il a n d  to u ris m  s e c to rs  o fte n  c o n s is t  o f s m a ll a n d  m e d iu m - s ize d  e n te rp ris e s . Fo c u s in g  o n  th e s e  s e c to rs  c a n  

s u p p o rt  lo c a l e n t re p re n e u rs h ip  a n d  h e lp  s m a ll b u s in e s s e s  th rive , c o n t rib u t in g  to  e c o n o m ic  d ive rs ity .

Infrastructure Development - To  s u p p o rt  to u ris m  a n d  e n te rta in m e n t , in ve s tm e n ts  in  in fra s t ru c tu re  s u c h  a s  h o te ls , re s ta u ra n t s , 

t ra n s p o rta t io n , a n d  re c re a t io n a l ve n u e s  a re  o fte n  n e c e s s a ry . Th e s e  in fra s t ru c tu re  p ro je c t s  c re a te  jo b s  a n d  s t im u la te  e c o n o m ic g ro w th .

Retail Trade - Re ta il is  a  c o rn e rs to n e  o f c o n s u m e r e c o n o m ie s , a n d  it  d ire c t ly  a ffe c t s  c o n s u m e r s p e n d in g  a n d  d e m a n d  fo r g o o d s  a n d  s e rvic e s . 

A th rivin g  re ta il s e c to r is  in d ic a t ive  o f a  s t ro n g  lo c a l e c o n o m y.

Destination Marketing - Effe c t ive  d e s t in a t io n  m a rke t in g  c a n  a t t ra c t  to u ris t s  a n d  p ro m o te  a  re g io n  a s  a  d e s ira b le  p la c e  to  vis it  a n d  s p e n d  

m o n e y. Th is  m a rke t in g  c a n  b o o s t  to u ris m  a n d  re la te d  e c o n o m ic  a c t ivit ie s .

Rocky View County Economic Development Strategy- page 12

Investing in the Sanctuary 
further invests in the county, 

offering a one - of - a - kind 
recreational and educational 
project. This project connects 
people to nature, wildlife, and 
land we live, work and play on.

This project greatly relates to the 
County’s Economic Development  

Strategy, by investing in a 
growing and key industry sector.

The project adds to local 
infrastructure while also 
conserving the natural 

environment.
Generating and lengthening 
tourism offerings will expand 

diversity of the existing market, 
and provide many economic 

benefits.
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Rocky View County Recreation & Parks Master Plan
Benefits of Recreation - p a g e  1 

•  En h a n c e  m e n ta l a n d  p h ys ic a l we llb e in g

•  En h a n c e  s o c ia l we ll b e in g

•  He lp  b u ild  s t ro n g  fa m ilie s  a n d  c o m m u n it ie s

•  He lp  p e o p le  c o n n e c t  w ith  n a tu re

•  Pro vid e  e c o n o m ic  b e n e fit s  b y  in ve s t in g  in  re c re a t io n   

Partnerships - p a g e  5

“Co lla b o ra t io n  a n d  c o o p e ra t io n  w ith  s u rro u n d in g  c o m m u n it ie s , c o m m u n ity- b a s e d  

o rg a n iza t io n s , a n d  th e  p riva te  s e c to r le ve ra g e s  th e  Co u n ty 's  in ve s tm e n t  in  

re c re a t io n , e xte n d s  th e  ra n g e  o f o p p o rtu n it ie s  fo r c o m m u n it ie s  to  m e e t  th e  g ro win g  

n e e d s  a n d  e xp e c ta t io n s  o f Co u n ty  re s id e n ts , a n d  c o n t rib u te s  to  th e  re g io n a l 

re c re a t io n  s ys te m .”

The Sanctuary is offering a unique partnership opportunity for the County to further 
its recreational offerings in a very unique setting. Our project fosters active living 
through its trails. It provides opportunities for many to access, through accessibility 
and year - round access. Most importantly, we connect people and nature, and do so 
with a variety of educational resources
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Connect with us

We a re a p p ro a c h in g h a lf a m illio n e n g a g e d

fo llo w e rs a c ro s s o u r o n lin e p la t fo rm s a n d

4 0 ,0 0 0 lo c a l a n d in te rn a t io n a l vis ito rs to o u r

Sa n c tu a ry e ve ry ye a r.

@ Ya m n u s ka wd s a n c t

@ Ya m n u s ka Wo lfd o g Sa n c tu a r

y

@ ya m n u s ka wd s a n c

t

@ ya m n u s ka wd s a n c

t

QUESTIONS?
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